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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard ( First Revision ) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after 
the draft finalized by the Surgical Instruments Sectional Committee had been approved by the 
Medical Equipment and Hospital Planning Division Council. 

This standard was first published in 1975. It has been revised so as to retain the requirements 
in respect of shapes and dimensions only, as the common specification aspects for these types of 
forceps are covered in IS 3642 ( Part I ) : 1990 'Surgical instrument — Specification : Part 1 
Non-cutting, articulated instruments ( second revision )', which would serve as a horizontal 
standard for these forceps* Accordingly, this standard takes the form of a vertical standard 
and is intended to be used in conjunction with IS 3642 ( Part 1 ) : 1990. 

For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with, 
the final value, observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test, shall be rounded off in 
accordance with IS 2 : 1960 'Rules for rounding off numerical values ( revised )\ The number 
of significant places retained in the rounded off value should be the same as that of the 
specified value in this standard. 
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TOWEL, BACKHAUS^ PATTERN — SHAPE, 

SIZES AMD DIMENSIONS 

( First Revision ) 



1 SCOPE 

1.1 Hiis Indian Standard specifies the shape, 
si 2^ and dimensions for Backhaus' pattern. 
Towel forceps used for affixing tow^s to dcin 
surfaces during surgical procedures* 

2 REFERENCE 

2.1 The Indian Standard IS 3642 (Part 1) : 1990 
*Sui^ical instruments — Specification : Part 1 
Non-cutting, articulated instruments ( second 
revision )' forms a necessary adjunct to this 
standard. 

3 SHAPE, SIZES AND DIMENSrONS 

3.1 The shape, sizes and dimensions of Towel 
forceps shall be as shown in Fig. 1. 

3.2 Joint 

The joint of the towel forceps «hall be box type 



conforming 
1990. 



to 132.2 of IS 3642 ( Part 1 ) 



3.3 Working Ends 

The working ends shall be pointed sharp as 
shown in Fig. 1 and shall be such that when a 
piece of about 2 mm thick chamois leather or 
towel is firmly gripped between the pointed 
ends and the forceps are pulled away, there 
shall be no slip. 

3.4 Ratchet Teeth 

3.4.1 The Ratchet teeth shall be of conflibination 
3 in 3 and sJiall conform to the requirements 
of Section 4 of IS 3642 ( Part 1 ) : 1990. 

3.5 Finger Loops 

The finger loops shall be of size No. 2 conform- 
ing to Section 6 of IS 3642 ( Part 1 ) ; 1990. 
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RATCHET, 3 IN 3 
FINGER LOOP, No. 2 




W/mm 



ENLARGED SECTION YY 




ENLARGED SECTION ZZ 




Size 


A 


B 


C 


2> 


E 


F 


G 


H 


/ 


K 


L 


1 


9-5 to 

12-5 


110 

±0-8 


14-0 to 
20-0 


87-5 


6-5 

iO-8 


30 

±0-4 


2-4 
iO'4 


2-0 
±0-4 


37-5 


1-5 


0-75 
±0-12 


2 


11-0 to 
22-0 


15-0 
±0-8 


22-0 to 
26-5 


131-5 
±6-5 


8-0 
+ 1-5 
— 0-8 


4-8 
±0-8 


30 
±04 


30 
±0-4 


43-5 


^^ 1 ±012 



All dimensions in millimetres. 

Fig. 1 Towel Forceps, Backhaus' Pattern 



Standard Mark 

The use of the Standard Mark is governed by the provisions of the Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act^ 1986 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. The Standard Mark 
on products covered by an Indian Standard conveys the assurance that they have been 
produced to conii)ly with the requirements of that standard under a well defined system 
of inspection, testing and quality control which is devised and supervised by BIS and 
operated by the producer. Standard marked products are also continuously checked by 
BIS for conformity to that standard as a further safeguard. Details of conditions under 
which a licence for the use of the Standard Mark may be granted to manufacturers or 
producers may be obtained from the Bureau of Indian Standards. 



